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other animals, when we regard only that portion of their body which is essential, and the limit of this is at the place where superfluities are removed. The limbs are arranged differently in different animals, and are not among the parts essential to life ; consequently animals may live even if these are removed. . . . Anaxagoras says that man is the wisest of animals because he possesses hands. It would be more reasonable to say that he possesses hands because he is the wisest. For the hands are an instrument; and Nature always assigns an instrument to the one fitted to use it, just as a sensible man would. For it is more reasonable to give a flute to a flute-player than to confer on a man who has some flutes the art of playing them. To that which is the greater and higher she adds what is less important, and not vice versti. Therefore to the creature fitted to acquire the largest number of skills Nature assigned the hand, the instrument useful for the largest number of purposes" (Arist De Part. An. iv. p. 10).
332 And in the macrocosm, the visible and invisible world about us, the same conception holds : " The existence of God is an eternally perfect entelcchy, a life everlasting. In that, therefore, which belongs to the divine there must be an eternally perfect movement Therefore the heavens, which are as it were the body of the Divine, are in form a sphere, of